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System of Surgery. Edited by Frederic S. Dennis, M.D., Professor of 
the Principles and Practice of Surgery, Bellevue Hospital Medical College; 
Visiting Surgeon to the Bellevue and St. Vincent Hospitals; Consulting 
Surgeon to the Harlem Hospital and the Montefiore Home, New York ; 
ex-President of the American Surgical Association; Graduate of the 
Royal College of Surgeons, London; Member of the German Congress of 
Surgeons, Berlin. Assisted by John S. Billings, M.D., LL.D. Edin. 
and Harv.; D.C.L. Oxon.; Deputy Surgeon-General U. S. A. Vol. III. 
Surgery of the Larynx, Tongue, Jaws, Teeth, Salivary Glands, Neck, and 
Chest. Diseases and Surgery of the Eye and Ear. Surgical Diseases of 
the Skin. Surgery of the Genito-Urinary System. Syphilis. New York 
and Philadelphia: Lea Bros. & Co., 1895. 

This volume continues the valuable features of the excellent series, 
and maintains the high standard of its predecessors. Perhaps there is 
greater scope given to individual opinion in some sections than in others ; 
but, notably in that portion devoted to Genito-urinary Surgery, where 
the fullest expression is given to personal views, very copious use is made 
of the work of others, with the addition of the ever-useful reference. 

The absence of these references may be said to be the defect of the 
article on the Surgery of the Larynx and Trachea. Beginning with a 
brief mention of the simpler clinical conditions, the author, Dr. Delavan, 
proceeds to the discussion of those which more strictly concern the sur¬ 
geon. The serious nature of many conditions of the larynx and trachea 
is not always recalled, and the gain through aseptic and antiseptic meth¬ 
ods is not so striking as in some other portions of the body. Wounds 
of the trachea are more fatal than is often supposed. The death percent¬ 
ages given are 24 for large, 52 for small, and 40 for gunshot wounds. 

The O’Dwyer tube is expected to play an important part in the future 
treatment of fracture, (edema, stricture, and perichondritis of the larynx. 
Intubation methods are clearly presented. Ten seconds is the time given 
for the whole procedure. 

The tearing away piecemeal of nasal polyps is considered absolutely 
contraindicated. In the treatment of chronic hypertrophy of the ton¬ 
sils the cutting operation is decidedly favored, contrary to the teaching 
of many authorities, who have discarded the tonsillotome. 

Dr. Henry H. Mudd writes of the Surgery of the Mouth and Tongue. 
Under the head of epithelioma of the tongue it is remarked that the 
removal of a part or even of the entire tongue is not especially difficult 
nor dangerous, and the operation should be made earlier in order to im¬ 
prove the present rate of mortality and recurrence. A number of val¬ 
uable tables represent the causes of death after operation, the percentage 
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of recurrence, its periods, and the like, in 583 cases. One suggestive 
table gives a much lower mortality for the knife or scissors than for the 
electro-cautery or the galvano-ecraseur. In 51 deaths by acute post¬ 
operative infection the percentage is not materially influenced by the pre¬ 
sumably antiseptic surgery since 1880. 

An interesting chapter is devoted to the Salivary Glands. 

The important surgical region of the Neck is considered, first from 
the standpoint of development, after which various injuries, diseases, and 
growths claim attention. The work deserves praise in that material is 
not duplicated where classification of general subjects is somewhat con¬ 
flicting. It would add greatly to the convenience of reference were vol¬ 
ume and page to be given instead of the annoying reference “ elsewhere,” 
though this is a defect common to works whose separate volumes are 
published at intervals. 

In the chapter on Injuries and Diseases of the Chest, very careful 
attention is given to lesions which affect the thoracic contents. The 
occurrence of hemiplegia is noted from washing out the chest-cavity with 
cold fluids after aspiration. The results of pneumonotomy are consid¬ 
ered very encouraging, considering the circumstances. The technique of 
the operation from behind for the removal of foreign bodies from the 
oesophagus and bronchi is reproduced in the words of a monograph by 
Dr. J. D. Bryant. His valuable diagrams are given. 

The Diseases of the Eye are admirably presented by Dr. de Schwein- 
itz, while the operative surgery of that organ has been assigned to Drs. 
Henry D. Noyes and John E. Weeks. 

The Surgery of the Ear has advanced in interest since the importance 
and frequency of mastoid disease have been more fully recognized. Care¬ 
ful consideration is given to this subject and to brain-abscess. For the 
opening of the mastoid cells the chisel is advised. 

Half the vol ume is occupied with the Genito-urinary System, compris¬ 
ing as full a consideration of this most important field as is contained in 
many special works Dr. J. William White writes on the surgery proper 
and on gonorrhoea. 

A pertinent subject is that of floating or movable kidney. Attention 
is called to the fact, often overlooked, that the true floating kidney is 
congenital, has a mesonephron, and lies within the peritoneal cavity. 
Extremely few cases have been recognized before death. A valuable 
discussion is given of the suppurative lesions in and about the kidney, 
with many references. Stress is laid upon the tendency of perinephritic 
abscess to travel upward, and many cases are referred to in which this 
has given rise to serious error or obscurity. Liberal use is made in the 
chapter on Ureteral Disease of the writings of Fenger and others who 
have contributed to the knowledge of this subject. The conclusions of 
this author are given in full. The status of the cystoscopic examination 
of the male bladder is intelligently presented. “ It can be hardly said 
to have advanced the surgery of the bladder as far as might be at the 
first glance imagined. Beyond the early diagnosis of new growths the 
greatest service which the cystoscope can render to the surgeon is to 
demonstrate exactly the source of hsematuria or pyuria when it is sus¬ 
pected that one of the kidneys is diseased.” Its use “ by untrained obser¬ 
vers is both mischievous and misleading.” The more favorable views of 
Meyer are also given. Not the least striking feature of the modem dis¬ 
cussion of cystitis is the wholesome regard which the surgeon has come 
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to feel for the cleanliness of catheter and sound. The author regards 
nitrate of silver as the mainstay in the treatment of chronic cystitis. 

Among operations for vesical calculus in children, litholapaxy is con¬ 
sidered to be the best, perineal lithotomy having now a very limited field. 
So in later life litholapaxy is to be first thought of. 

Barling’s tables of operations between 1888 and 1892, as compared 
with Thompson’s for the years between 1790 and 1840, show that the 
general mortality of stone-operations is reduced, and that the reduction 
is due to the greater safety at present after fifty years of age, but they 
“ appear to show also unmistakably that operations for stone in chil¬ 
dren are attended with a greater mortality than they were fifty years 
ago.” This is considered to be due to the suprapubic section. 

The author advocates with a certain amount of partisan vigor the 
claims of castration for prostatic hypertrophy. His reiteration of the 
supposed analogy between this procedure and oophorectomy for fibroid 
uterus seems hardly consistent with later knowledge of the behavior of 
uterine fibroids after removal of the ovaries, and of their growth after 
the menopause. It is because the results upon fibroids have been so un¬ 
reliable and unsatisfactory that removal of the ovaries has been largely 
abandoned in favor of perfected methods of hysterectomy, particularly 
in America. The operation of orchectomy must claim for itself better 
grounds than this analogy, which is superficial, after all. In the curative 
treatment of hydrocele of the tunica vaginalis, preference is given by 
the author to the iodine-injection method. In congenital hydrocele, how¬ 
ever, radical operation is preferred. 

The best prophylactic for gonorrhoeal rheumatism is the employment of 
the urinary antiseptics, salol, boric acid, benzoic acid, and quinine. 

In the article on Syphilis, Dr. R. W. Taylor places himself among 
those who believe that chancroids are in some cases simply septic ulcers. 

He states that there is no specific virus, and the ulcer may be readily 
generated de novo at the will of the experimenter from various and the 
most different sources. Chancroids may occur in men from irritated 
simple erosions in women. “ It must be clearly understood that chan¬ 
croids may be found on the penis of a man, and that examination of the 
woman with whom he has cohabited may show her to be free from these 
lesions.” He thinks that innocent women may be cruelly wronged by 
suspicion even when chancroidal ulcers have been contracted from them. 
“ It is not very uncommon to see chancroids in men who have had no 
sexual exposure whatever ” (page 891), due to dyscrasia, etc. Contagion 
through contact with objects is considered quite rare, however, though 
common in syphilis. The general treatment of the subject of venereal 
diseases is comprehensive and very satisfactory. 

The present volume will increase the value of the series and will not 
be the one least frequently consulted by the physician. G. E. S. 


The Theory and Practice of Counter-irritation. By H. Cameron 
Gillies, M.D. Pp. xii. 236 London: Macmillan & Co., 1895. 

We cannot but admire the hardihood of an author who, in these days 
of seeking after strange therapeutic gods, has the patience and energy to 
search the medical past to learn what is said of an old practice in order 



